Writing Task 2 is different from Task 1 because: - 

e you are writing for an educated non-specialist audience and not a univer- 
sity lecturer. Therefore your language need not be as forma! 

è you are expected to give your opinion 

e you have to write 250 words in 40. minutes instead of 150 in 20 minutes. 


Before \ writing your answer you should spend five minutes planning. These are 
steps that you should go through. 

Read the questions and the instructions carefully. 

Analyse the topic and the focus. 

Decide what you think about the question. 

Brainstorm ideas to be used in your answer. 

Fit these ideas into an essay plan divided into paragraphs. 

Begin writing your introduction. 
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Topic/Focus 


Present a written argument or case to an educated non-specialist 
audience on the following statement. 


The internet will bring about a new freedom of information and so 
narrow the seclnology gap between developed and developing 
countries. 


In the question above the topic is the internet. We know this because the 
internet is the subject of the sentence. However this does not mean that the 
examiner wants you to write down everything you know about the internet. 

The rest of the sentence focuses the topic to thé internet’s effect on the 


freedom of information and on the possibility of it narrowing the technology ` 


gap. The question asks you to ‘write an argument or case’ which means that 
you must argue for or against the statement. 


Therefore the question is: 


Will the internet ig about a new freedom of information and will 
this freedom of information narrow the technology gap? 


Another way of analysin a ee: is to underline key words, as in the 
g 
question below. 


Due to the increase in unemployment in many countries, companies 
are beginning to retire their employees early. This leads to a loss of 


valuable expertise. At what age do you think people should retire? 


The topic of this essay is the actual question: At what age should 
people retire? The focus is: Companies lose valuable expertise by retiring 
employees early. 


The Writing Test 


fd, 


You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 
Write about the following topic. 


The threat of nuclear weapons maintains world peace. Nuclear Power provides 
cheap and clean energy. 


The benefits of nuclear technology far outweigh the disadvantages. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree? 


Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge or — 
experience. 


Write at least 250 words. 


EXERCISE 17 
“Time target — 5 minutes 


Look at the sample Task 2 questions below and write down the actual 
question you are being asked. 


1 As public safety is of the highest importance, it is often necessary to 
test new products on animals. It is better for a few animals to suffer 
than for human life to be placed at risk by untested products. 


Write a report for an educated non-specialist audience for or against 
the above. 


2 If countries are serious about solving traffic problems, they should tax - 
private cars very heavily and use the money to provide free or very 
cheap rail travel. 


To what extent do you agree with the above? 
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3 The quality of health care a person receives should not depend on the 
size of their bank balance. The government is responsible for provid- 
ing a high level of health care for all its citizens. 


To what extent do you agree or disagree with the above statement? 


EXERCISE 18 


Look at the three Task 2 questions below. The topic is the same. How is 
the focus different? 


1 Women should give up their jobs and 20 back to their traditional role 
of home-maker in order to reduce world unemployment. Ss 


‘Write a report for an educated non-specialist audience for or against 
the above. eS 

2 One solution to the decline in moral values in today's world would be 
for men and women to return to their traditional roles. 
Write a report for an educated non-specialist audience for or against 
the above. 

3 Women will play an increasingly important role in the workplace of 
the future. 


To what extent do you agree with the above? 
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Step 1 — Planning your Ideas - Answers 


The ideas in the first column are all irrelevant to this essay while those in the 
second column could be included. 


o The development of weapons 2 e The depletion of natural 
through history — Although | resources — This is one 
weapons are referred to here, | possible reason why more 

it is only in the context of countries are considering 
nuclear technology, so a | nuclear power and so is 
| 
| 


discussion of weapons in relevant. 
general would be irrelevant . 
here. 
| : 
e Suggestions for achieving ° Chernobyl — _ This i is s relevant a as s| 
world peace — Although world an example of the safety | 


issues associated with nuclear | 
power. eas 


peace is referred to, it would | 
be a mistake to concentrate on | 
this too much as it will | 
inevitably lead the writer away | 
from the topic of nuclear | = 
technology. | 
k 


° Ouri increasing reliance on e The high cost of fuel — - This i 
modern technology — Modern can be argued as a reason | 
technology is not linked to the why cheaper power sources —— 
theme of nuclear technology. need to be found. 


